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You’re involved in two sessions 
on natural hydrogen at the 

Hydrogen Technology World Expo 
in Hamburg. Can you give us an 
overview of the themes you’ll be 
covering and why they matter now?
This year, I’m going to be chairing 
a panel discussion on the theme 
of natural hydrogen, and I will 
be making a presentation on the 
same subject.

The presentation will be an eye-
opener; basically an introduction 
to the topic to try and give some 
pointers to potential offtakers of 
natural hydrogen and also potential 
investors – what they should be 
looking at for a reliable supply and a 
good investment case.

For the panel, a few other 
presenters who are speaking about 
natural hydrogen and I will get on 
stage for a good old Q&A. Hopefully, 
most of the questions will be coming 

from the audience, and I’ll be able 
to field them to the panel rather 
than having to go through my own 
question list. 

Some argue natural hydrogen 
could complement or even 
disrupt green and blue hydrogen 
production. How do you see its role 
fitting into the wider sector?
It’s a bit premature to be building a 
steel mill based on natural hydrogen. 
We don’t yet have enough. It’s not 
developed enough. 
But let’s say, 10 years from now, 
I think natural hydrogen will 
unquestionably be the lowest 
CO2 intensity and the lowest cost 
hydrogen source.

The question really is going to be 
where it is available and how that 
is from offtakers. Can we pipeline it 
from A to B, or do we need to convert 
it to ammonia or methanol to move 
it around?

I think that a lot of the excitement 
we’ve seen in the last two or 
three years about green hydrogen 
electrolysis will translate into 
excitement about natural hydrogen 
over time as more and more people 
begin to believe in it and see 
its potential.

I’m certainly one of the people 
who’s already convinced, and one of 
my messages at the show this year 
will be to try and help other people 
see the facts and the reality. It’s not 

there yet, but it could be incredibly 
important for us one day.

Where and when can people find 
your sessions on the ground?
My presentation will be on 22 
October at 10:30 in the Low Carbon 
Hydrogen Production conference 
track. The panel discussion will be on 
the same day at 11:25.

What else will you be looking out 
for at the event?
What I really love doing most is 
walking the show. I love to see 
the new stands, who’s coming and 
the developments from various 
companies. How fast are the Chinese 
catching up with everything that 
kicked off in Europe a few years ago? 
It’s really great to see all of that.

It’s such a good use of my time 
because I get involved in a broad 
range of decarbonisation topics: 
biomethane, hydrogen, and industrial 
carbon management. The fact that 
this is an integrated hydrogen and 
CO2 capture exhibition means I can 
really use my time well. 

Speaker Q&A 
Stephen B. Harrison

H2 View speaks with sbh4 consulting’s Stephen B. Harrison 
about his upcoming talks on natural hydrogen at this year’s 
Hydrogen Technology World Expo

“10 years from now, I 
think natural hydrogen 
will unquestionably be 
the lowest intensity and 
lowest cost hydrogen”


